ONLY nutcases believe in UFOs,

right?

Sensible, level-headed people, and
those who like to be thought that way,

dismiss it as pseudo-science, barely cred-

ible as the plot for a money-spinning

Spielberg movie.

I could buy that.
But if they aren’t
there, why don’t
they go away. Why
do sightings pour in
from all over the
world year after
year?

American radio
hams claim to have
heard the space shuttle
Discovery telling
ground control it was
being buzzed by “alien
craft” on its last flight.
They reported loss of
power and control.

Wish

The theory that there
is an organised cover-up
within the air defence
systems of the advanced
nations, is fuelled by
their steadfast denial of
what others have seen,
and failure to follow
their safety first brief of
identify or destroy.

It is normal to gaze at
the pale brilliance of the
night sky, feel its lonely
magnitudes, and wish
for the comfort of kno-
wing there were others
like us out there some-
where. Hopefully,
rather better than us in
some respects.

Gary Rowe, of Rhyl,
was bitten by this bug
25 years ago; the love of
astronomy and a scienti-
fic fascination with
unexplained phenom-
ena.

This sober-suited cash
register salesman, now
46, married with a son
at Manchester
University, overcame

18 own secondary mod-

school education, to
come one of Britain’s
leading experts on the
unknown. If it sounds
like being at the fore-
front of ignorance, he is
not dismayed. At least
he knows there is some-
thing to be learned.

This ordinary looking
family man in his con-
ventional home, com-
plete with passionate
labrador, told me: “I

“Qur 'anliastors came from outer space..."” Maurice Chatelain. desianer of Anolla

® Gary Rowe keeps a careful
watch on the night shy.
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unbelievable

“The evidence of these machines is evident and I accept
them, absolutely . . .” Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowding, for-
mer head of Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain.

never see little green
men. I'm wary of rid-
icule. Not so much for
my ego but because it
impedes the work.

“No-one will contact a
crackpot with infor-
mation, and I value the
co-operation of many
serious, scientific people
out there. I don’t want to
risk losing it.

“I’'m one of a tiny
majority of UFO investi-
gators who believe in a
logical nuts ‘and bolts
explanation for all but a
fraction of sightings.

“Hoaxes are surpris-
ingly few. Most of the
lights in the sky at night
are aeroplanes, reflec-
tions off the underside of
birds, unusual shaped
clouds - in particular the
scarce lentricular clouds
that look like saucers.

“I hate to think how
much I've spent on my
hobby. But I now, have
some very sensitive equip-
ment for measuring,
photographing, picking
up any unusual readings
in magnetic fields,
electro-static, sound..I've
even got a geiger
counter.”

Gary was called in to
investigate the para-

normal happenings at
Dodleston near Chester,
where a former schoolte-
acher has written a book
based on his computer
linking him in communi-
cation with people who
inhabited his cottage four
centuries earlier.

Missing

He will not be drawn on
his conclusions there, but
points out that not all
unidentified phenomena
have been the flying
variety.

Mentioning the length-
ening list of missing
persons, he tells of the
young farmer who went
missing on Parys moun-
tain, Anglesey,  some
years ago. He left his car
with the doors open and
despite an extensive air
and sea search was never
seen again.

The mountain was once
the site of a huge copper
mine. Gary was called in
to investigate UFO sight-
ings on the other side of it
at Llanerchymedd. In Sep-
tember 1978 people had
reported "landed objects
and humanoids,” accord-
ing to Gary’s voluminous
files, with their detailed

sightings forms neatly
ordered.

He said: "At that time
two children indepen-
dently drew and described
saucer shaped craft, with
unusual details of the
underside. They were at
Pensarn. Both had been
terrified.

Common UFO spotters
are country policemen,
not a breed normally
famed for either intellec-
tual agility or their
imaginative flights, but
certainly in a job where a
hint of the fruitcake could
damage career prospects.

Gary is convinced we
are not alone and that evi-
dence of wrecked alien
craft does exist. The math-
ematical odds on us being
the sole tenants of the uni-
verse, are overwhelm-
ingly against.

“They say the distances
are too vast,” said Gary,
“but look at the speed of
progress. In 1849 it took a
covered wagon 166 days
to cross America. The
Shuttle took eight minu-
tes in 1980. And who is to
say our visitor’s life spans
mirror ours. Here on
earth some creatures
exist for an hour and
others for a 100 years,
trees for 2,000 years.”




